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Waters of Baptism

New Paths
Genesis 3:21-24
And the LORD God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and 
clothed them.
Then the LORD God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take also 
from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— therefore the LORD God 
sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was 
taken. God drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden God 
placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to 
the tree of life.
 
 
Genesis 12:1-4 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  

Exodus 2:11-15  
One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and saw their 
forced labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk. He 
looked this way and that, and seeing no one he killed the Egyptian and hid him in 
the sand. When he went out the next day, he saw two Hebrews fighting; and he 



said to the one who was in the wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow 
Hebrew?” He answered, “Who made you a ruler and judge over us? Do you 
mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, 
“Surely the thing is known.” When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. 
But Moses fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the land of Midian, and sat down by a 
well.  
 
Exodus 12:21-23, 30-34; 13:17-18, 21-22; 14:10-12, 21-22; 16:2-3,  
Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, select lambs for 
your families, and slaughter the passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in 
the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the 
blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside the door of your house until 
morning. For the LORD will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he 
sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over 
that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you 
down… 
Pharaoh arose in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians; and 
there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone 
dead. Then he summoned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said, “Rise up, go 
away from my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD, as you 
said. Take your flocks and your herds, as you said, and be gone. And bring a 
blessing on me too!” The Egyptians urged the people to hasten their departure 
from the land, for they said, “We shall all be dead.” So the people took their 
dough before it was leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their 
cloaks on their shoulders… 
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was nearer; for God thought, “If the people face war, 
they may change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people by the 
roundabout way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea… 
The LORD went in front of them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along the 
way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might travel by 
day and by night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night 
left its place in front of the people… 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said 
to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of 
Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us 
serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 



than to die in the wilderness.” 
…Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 
waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left… 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness. The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of 
the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of 
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 
with hunger.”
 
Daniel 1:1-7
In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. The Lord let King Jehoiakim of 
Judah fall into his power, as well as some of the vessels of the house of God. 
These he brought to the land of Shinar, and placed the vessels in the treasury of 
his gods. Then the king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some 
of the Israelites of the royal family and of the nobility, young men without physical 
defect and handsome, versed in every branch of wisdom, endowed with 
knowledge and insight, and competent to serve in the king’s palace; they were to 
be taught the literature and language of the Chaldeans. The king assigned them 
a daily portion of the royal rations of food and wine. They were to be educated for 
three years, so that at the end of that time they could be stationed in the king’s 
court. Among them were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, from the tribe 
of Judah. The palace master gave them other names: Daniel he called 
Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and 
Azariah he called Abednego. 
 
Matthew 2:1-12  
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay 
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 



exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Matthew 4:18-22  
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for 
people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, 
he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the 
boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

Acts 9:1-9 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood speechless 
because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and 
though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand 
and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither 
ate nor drank. 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